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VOICE OF THE EXARCH
Dear all,

We are in the month of September. Besides our Sabha 
Sanghamam and the Reunion Day celebrations, 
September 2017 will go down in the history of our 
Church as the occasion we received two more Bishops 
for our Church and one more Eparchy. Let us praise and thank God 
for the wonderful gifts He is showering upon us from time to time. 
God has been extraordinarily gracious to the apostolic Malankara 
Catholic Church from its communion with the Universal Church on 
20 September 1930. History of the Church proclaims this truth 
aloud. Let us truly understand the plan of God about our Church and 
strive earnestly to fulfill the mission of the Church in this world!

Announcement- Erection of New Eparchy and Appointment of 
Bishops

As you are already aware, 5 August 2017 marked another milestone 
in the history of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church. With the 
announcement made by Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis 
Catholicos, the Father and Head of our Church, a new Eparchy, 
Parassala, has been erected dividing the Archieparchy of 
Trivandrum, comprising of the Ecclesiastical Districts of Parassala, 
Kattakada and a major part of Neyyatinkara. His Excellency 
Thomas Mar Eusebios, the present Prelate of the Eparchy of the 
United States and Canada is appointed the first Bishop of Parassala.

His Excellency Philipose Mar Stephanos, the present Auxiliary 
Bishop of Tiruvalla, is appointed the second Bishop of the United 
States and Canada. Rt. Rev. Msgr. George Kalayil, the present 
Administrator of the Eparchy of Puttur, is appointed the second 
Bishop of Puttur to the vacancy created by the retirement of His 
Excellency Geevarghese Mar Divannasios.

The appointment of Rt. Rev. Msgr. John Kochuthundil as the 
Bishop of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia gives extra joy to me as 
he is appointed as my successor in the Curia and the Apostolic 
Visitor for Syro-Malankara Faithful resident in Europe and in 
Oceania. This appointment will relieve me from the responsibilities 
of the Major Archiepiscopal Curia and provide me more time to 
concentrate on the Exarchate.
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Official Inauguration of the new Mission in Bangalore

Everything is set to begin formally a new Mission in Bengaluru, 
concentrated around Denkanikottai approximately 70 kilometers 
away from Bangalore City. Attempts had begun at the time of Rev. 
Fr James Charuvilayil and Rev. Fr Varghese Kadakketh the then 
Parish Priests of Bengaluru along with Mr James K John to initiate a 
mission in Kamagiri area of Krishnagiri District. Fr Sunil Maria 
Benedict and Sr Mary Priya SIC nurtured it together with the 
support of the faithful from the Parishes in Bengaluru. 

Later on, in the month of March 2017, a decision was taken to 
officially begin a mission in Kottaiyur Village in Kamagiri area. Fr. 
Mathew Joel OIC was appointed the Mission-in-Charge of 
Bangalore Mission to work in unison with the Directorate of 
Exarchial Missions. Bathery Province of Bethany Sisters has 
kindly consented to avail the services of two Sisters, Sr Mary Priya 
SIC and Sr Sashwatha SIC, full time in the mission. The formal 
inauguration of the Bangalore Mission will be in the second week of 
September with the blessing of the Mission Home in 
Denkanikottai.

This is the third Mission we are undertaking in the last two years; 
after Pune Mission concentrated around Warje Malwadi and 
Vijayawada Mission concentrated around Bapatla. Let this be an 
added opportunity for the Exarchate to share the joy of the Gospel 
with the marginalized in the society and to work genuinely for the 
integral growth of the people entrusted to our brotherly/sisterly 
care. I request everyone to pray earnestly for the success of this 
noble mission. I exhort the Malankara Faithful of Bengaluru, 
especially the Suvisesha Sangham Members, to whole-heartedly 
support this mission through your presence and also by providing 
for the needs.

A special note of congratulations to all who make our mission at 
Warje a success: the parish priest, Rev. Fr George Mathew OIC, the 
Mission Coordinator Rev. Fr Varghese Valikkodath, our Lay 
Missionaries, the Rev. Sisters, and above all, our parishioners of 
Warje deserve our sincere thanks and appreciation. Blessed are they 
those who have come to the joy of the Gospel!
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Eight Days Lent to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Holy 
Virgin Mary  

Even though, there are feasts of Mother Mary in the months of 
August, September and October, the celebrations in the month of 
September stands out with the vigorous Eight Days Lent and the 
exceptional spiritual exercises of these eight days. Eight Days Lent 
and the Feast of the Nativity of the Holy Virgin Mary, which has its 
origin in Kerala, has gone beyond the Churches and Regions not 
only in Kerala but also all over India and even abroad. Major cities 
in India have at least one pilgrim centre which splendidly celebrates 
this Feast. 

As Malankara Syrian Catholic Faithful and as sons and daughters of 
the Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios, who had tremendous 
trust in the intercession to Mother Mary, let us entirely submit 
ourselves for the maternal care of our Mother and Protector, by 
observing the Eight Days Lent, participating in the daily Holy 
Qurbono and partaking in the Intercessory Prayer.  

Malankara Syrian Catholic SabhaSanghamam and Reunion 
Day Celebrations

As customary, the Malankara Syrian Catholic Sabha Sanghamam 
and Reunion Day Celebrations are scheduled to be held on 19, 20 
and 21 September 2017 at Adoor in the Major Archieparchy of 
Trivandrum. The celebrations will be graced and blessed by the 
presence of His Beatitude Ignace Yousef Younan, the Syrian 
Catholic Patriarch of Antioch and His Grace Archbishop Giam 
Battista Diquatro, the Apostolic Nuncio to India. On 19 September 
is the blessing of the new parish church at Adoor. As it is my native 
parish, I am so happy and proud of it. The ecclesial level gathering 
of MCCL, MCYM, MCA, Mathrusangham and Suvisesha Sandhya 
by the Suvisesha Sangham will be on 20 September at Mar Ivanios 
Nagar (Green Valley Convention Centre, Adoor). Reunion Day 
Holy Qurbono along with the Episcopal ordination of the Bishops-
elect will be held on 21 September at the same venue. Details of the 
celebrations will be intimated to the Parishes as early as possible. I 
urge the Exarchial and District Office Bearers of MCA, MCYM, 
Mathrusangham and Suvisesha Sangham to take genuine initiative 
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to make sure a proportionate participation in the corresponding 
gatherings to be held on 20 September 2017.

Inauguration of the Eparchy and the Installation of the Bishops

The official inauguration of the new Eparchy of Parassala and the 
installation of its first Bishop will be held at 2.00 pm on 23 
September 2017 at Nazareth Home School, Balaramapuram. The 
installation of the Bishop of Puttur will be at 9.00 am, on 30 
September 2017, at St Mary's Pro-Cathedral, Noojibalthila. His 
Excellency Philipose Mar Stephanos will be installed as the Bishop 
of the Eparchy of St Mary Queen of Peace during the Holy Qurbono 
held at 2.00 pm on 28 October at the Eparchial Cathedral, New 
York, USA. Please do remember these Eparchies and the Bishops in 
your prayer in the coming days. We have to make sure that a 
representation of the Exarchate participates in these glorious 
celebrations.

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross - 14 September

Christianity without the Cross is meaningless; we can enter into the 
eternal life only by uniting ourselves to Christ's Sacrifice on the 
Cross. The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, celebrated on 
September 14, recalls the beginning of a new season in the liturgical 
year and the change in our prayers from Qymtho to Sleebo. May 
this season of the Holy Cross be an instrument of our salvation. 

"How splendid the cross of Christ! It brings life, not death; light, not 
darkness; Paradise, not its loss. It is the wood on which the Lord, 
like a great warrior, was wounded in hands and feet and side, but 
healed thereby our wounds. A tree has destroyed us; a tree now 
brought us life" (Theodore of Studios).

My Programmes in September and October

Dear brothers and Sisters in Jesus! My ministry in the month of 
August in Switzerland went well. Thanks for your prayers. Thanks 
to all who nurture the daily life of the Exarchate and keep up lively 
its connectivity with me. Thanks to the Curia-members and all.

I am happy to share with you that Rev. Fr Varikatt who is now 
appointed as Kaplan in Mettlach, in the Diocese of Trier in 
Germany, is doing well in his pastoral activities in the parish. He is 
learning the language. The people are fond of their new Kaplan. The 
Parish Priest (Pastor) has a very good colleague! Fr Varikatt sends 
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his love and greetings to all! I had a very fervent celebration of the 
Feast of the Assumption with him and his parishioners along with 
their Pastor.

I will be present at all our ecclesial events upto 28 September and 
also at those events in our parishes where I have promised my 
presence at liturgical celebrations and other functions. The 
inauguration of our mission centered on Denkanikottai will be the 
focus of the month.

In October, I have to undertake some ministries in the parishes in 
Switzerland and Germany and visit some of those who help our 
ministry in our Exarchate. In my absence, as usual, our 
Protosyncellus Rt Rev. Msgr Varghese Mattamana will be in-charge 
of our affairs according to the norm of Canon Law.

Now to Conclude: Our Church is dynamic in all spheres of her life. 
With the structural organization of the Church, the thrust is to make 
our Church prompt to serve all peoples irrespective of caste or 
creed, the poor or the marginalized, reaching out to them with the 
joy of the Gospel. What I have experienced in the last two and half 
years, as the Bishop of the Exarchate, is that our Church looks 
forward to the Eparchy of Gurgaon and the Exarchate of Khadki in 
actualizing the charism of our Church bequeathed to us by Jesus 
through our beloved Father in faith, Servant of God Archbishop 
Mar Ivanios, namely, to share the joy of the Gospel throughout 
India. We have miles to go in a challenging daily situation! Those 
who engage in celebrations of the latest events in the Church shall 
not lose their focus! We are a Church to share the joy of the Gospel 
to all Indians!

WISH YOU HAPPY ONAM  Sometimes the days of the Ettu Nomb 
and the days of Onam celebrations come together. This year it is so. 
Wish you HAPPY ONAM too, as we celebrate the joy of the Feast 
of the Nativity of the Mother of God.

God bless us! God bless our families, parents and children through 
the motherly intercession of Mother Mary!

Your loving Aboon

 Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Apostolic Exarch
X 
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EXARCHIAL COMMISSION NEWS

Malankara Catholic Suvisesha Sanhgam

Malankara Catholic Youth Movement

The Suvisesha Sangham members from 
Mumbai District namely Mrs Leelamma Mathew 
and Rosamma Rajan had the chance to visit and 
work for mission in Chattisgarh on 14 and 15 
August under the strong zeal and enthusiasm of 
Rev. Fr George Abhayanand OIC, the incharge of this mission 
coming under the Eparchy of Gurgoan. There are many protestant 
churches and protestant faithful whose forefathers were Catholics. 
The pastors travel for miles and reach the people to give them the 
word of God. The SS members along with Fr Abhayanad visited 
two groups in the villages of Bitkuli and Son. The people here are 
very eager to receive the word of God and to reunite to the Catholic 
Church. They also visited a few pastors in the villages of Pamgrah, 
Deri and Godha clearing their doubts and teaching them the true 
faith. Fr Abhayanand explained to them Catholic faith and blessed 
them all singing and praying in their own language. This was again 
a great spiritual experience for the SS members to work in the 
vineyard of the Lord. 

1. Exarchial MCYM Annual Planner Release

YIELD – Youth: Disciples and Witnesses, the 
theme for the year 2017-18 for the MCYM 
exarchate events was inaugurated on 15th august, 
2017 at Sakinaka, Mumbai. The inauguration was 
done by Rev. Fr Ani Zachariah OIC, MCYM Director of Mumbai 
Region. The walk through of the plan was done by Ms Binsy 
Pattiyanikal and the events for the year were introduced to the 
crowd present there. Ms Julie Philip also provided counseling 
network details to the youth for the connect who seek help in terms 
of counseling. The Exarchial MCYM team is thankful to the 
Mumbai district Director and President for helping and providing 



MCCL Committee Members, KalewadiEducation Aid, MCA - Ulhasnagar

Parish Level Suvishesha Sangham 
Inauguration, Kalewadi

MCCL Quiz, Mathikare

Felicitations of Suvisesha Sangham 
Members, Warje

Gents Wing Inauguration, Kalewadi

Mar Ivanios Quiz, Padi - Chennai Mathru Sangham Yearly Planner 
Release, Vishrathwadi



NSS Clean Campus Drive, 
MGC - Chennai

A Home for the Homeless, Kharghar

Books Exhibition - Malankara 
School, Sakinaka

Church Construction Fund Raising
 Program, Carmalaram

Educational Aid for SEVA Kids  
by St John's Marthoma Community, Khadki

The Missionaries and the Community at Bapatla, Vijayawada



The Malankara Catholic Youth Movement

Seminar on Lectio Divina & Youth Psychology, Pune 

Debate Competition - 1st prize, 
Thane

Debate Competition - 2nd prize 
Ulhasnagar

Oath Taking Ceremony, Carmalaram Seminar on Enterpreneurship, Pune

The Inauguration of Exarchial & Pune District Annual Agenda



Fresher's Day-Mar Gregorious College, Chennai

Farewell to Rev Sr Kiran SIC & Inauguration of Malayalam Class Vikhroli

Festal Celebrations at Cathedral Church, Khadki

Independence Day Celebration, 
Warje Malwadi

Kargil War Memorial 
Day-MGC, Chennai
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the platform to release the MCYM Exarchate Annual Plan and also 
to Mr. Stanley from Sakinaka Parish, Mumbai who worked closely 
for designing the brochure.

2. Debate Competition, Mumbai District MCYM

On 15th August 2017, MCYM District Team organized  an 
event  under the guidance and  Leadership of Rev Fr. Ani Zacharia 
OIC (MCYM Mumbai Regional Director) and Mr. Shiju Thomas 
(MCYM District President) held at St Mary’s MSCC, Sakinaka. 
The event which began after the Holy Qurbono celebrated by 
Protopresbyter Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra & Rev Fr. Ani Zacharia 
O.I.C had the following highlights:

a. Independence Day celebration observed by hoisting the 
National Flag  by Fr. Ani Zacharia OIC.(MCYM Director )

b. New MCYM Members from different units who joined after 
their journey in MSCCL and Catechism was welcomed by 
Shiju Thomas (MCYM Mumbai District President)

c. Break-Free Session by Mr. Biju Dominic (CEO and Co-
founder of Final Mile Consulting, Studying Human Behavior) 
covered "Generation Gap between Parents and Youth" & 
Importance of Catholic Teachings.

d. War of Words 2017 - Debate to Win : Debate was won by St. 
Thomas MSCC, Thane Unit while St. Joseph’s MSCC 
Ulhasnagar Unit were the first Runner Up.

e. Together a group of 150 members including the youth, elders, 
priests and the nun were present for the event. The Mumbai 
region central secretariat appreciates the effort put by the 
participants from all units and wish them to keep up the same 
spirit in future activities.

3. Pune District MCYM Seminar

20 Aug 2017 MCYM Pune District hosted VENTURE - A 
session on Entrepreneurship. Around 55 youths were present. 
The event was inaugurated by most Rev Msgr. Varghese 
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Mattamana alongside MCYM director Fr. George Mathew OIC. 
Mr. Milind Katti (Founder DemandFarm, CEO QE Baton) was the 
1st speaker of the day who enlightened the youths to always ask the 
question WHY before starting any business. He shared the 
mistakes and flaws he made in the course of becoming an 
Entrepreneur and gave tips on the right mindset that one should 
have in order to become a successful Entrepreneur. The 2nd 
Speaker of the day was Anne Anish of Kirkee parish who is an 
Image Consultant. She shared her expertise of having the right 
mind frame to become an Entrepreneur, which one should dream 
big and continuously keep upgrading oneself as the world moves 
into artificial intelligence. She also considers Jesus Christ as her 
role model and suggested that all should have a role model. Her 
session was quite interactive and comprised of group activities as 
well. The program was concluded with vote of thanks and MCYM 
Anthem. Lunch was served for all the participants. 

1. Quiz Competion, Bengaluru

The MCYM of Mathikere unit conducted 
‘Stepping Stones’ – A Bible quiz competition for 
catechism students of Bangalore district. Teams 
containing four members from four parishes in Bangalore district 
participated in this program. Dn Melwin Mathew from Pune was 
the quiz master. At the end of a very tough competition, team from 
St John’s church Singasandra emerged as winners while St 
Joseph’s Church, Mathikere team bagged the second place. St 
Alphonsa Church, Carmelaram secured the third place. The 
winners were awarded with trophies and cash awards. Kudos to all 
the hard work and dedication of St Joseph MSCC Mathikere and 
the MCYM for conducting this event for several years now.

Feast of Assumption: The Feast of Assumption of Blessed 

Malankara Catholic Children’s League

Pune District

1. St Mary’s Malankara Cathedral Church, Khadki
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Mother Mary was celebrated at the Cathedral from 5th August 
2017 – 15th August 2017. Rev Fr Samuel Thoppil hoisted the festal 
flag. Two day retreat was conducted on 5th and 6th August 2017, 
by Rev Fr. Joy Kalayyil, from Papal Seminary. Holy Qurbono and 
Novena to Mother Mary was offered daily by various priests in the 
district. On 12th August 2017, Holy Qurbono was celebrated in 
Latin Rite by Rev. Fr. Antony Paul of St. Ignatius Church. Perunal 
Rasa was conducted on 13th Aug till St Thomas Orthodox 
Valiyapally and back to the Cathedral. On 14th Aug, Holy Qurbono 
was celebrated in Syro Malabar Rite by Rev. Fr. Jomet Vazhayil of 
St. Thomas Malabar Church. On 15th August, Holy Qurbono was 
con-celebrated by main celebrant Fr. John Berchmans OIC along 
with other priests. 5 children received the First Holy Communion. 
After the Holy Qurbono, senior citizens and district Suvishesha 
Sangham members in the Cathedral were felicitated. The Flag was 
then lowered by Vicar Fr. Joseph Venmanath.

Sunday School Day: Sunday school day was celebrated on 6th 
August 2017. Holy Qurbono was offered by our vicar Rev Fr. 
Joseph Nobel OIC.  Games and cultural programme was held in 
the parish hall decorated with Ply cards related to catechism.  Input 
sessions on Importance of Sunday School day was shared by Rev 
Fr. Joseph Noble OIC, Bro. Jithin OIC, Rev. Sr. Gracelet SIC & 
Headmaster Mr. Shibu Mathew. Students enjoyed the grand event 
organized for them.

Friendship Day: MCYM Members celebrated Friendship day on 
6th August 2017. Various games and entertainment programmes 
were organized on this day.  All the MCYM members and the 
elders participated in this event.

Welcome to Rasa of Pimpri Orthodox Church: Our Parish 
members gave a warm welcome to the Rasa of Orthodox Church 
on evening of 14 August 2017 that was part of the feast at the 
Orthodox church.  Our MCYM members welcomed the members 

2. Holy Redeemer’s MSCC, Pimpri
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of the sister church with a performance of Dhol Tasha.

Mar Ivanios Day Padayatra: The parishioners actively 
participated in the padyatra on 30th July 2017 from St Mary’s 
Cathedral Kirkee to Bethany Ashram and also offered nercha at the 
Don Bosco corner.

Sunday School Day: Sunday School day was celebrated on 6th 
August 2017.  A special offertory was made by all Catechism 
teachers and students.    Feast of Assumption: The parish 
celebrated the  Feast of Assumption of  Blessed Virgin Mary on 
15th August 2017, with a Solemn Qurbono followed by flag 
hoisting on the occasion of the Independence Day with a special 
message by the MCYM youth.

Mathrusangham Yearly Planner Release: The Mathrusangham 
of St Antony’s Vishrantwadi released the yearly planner at the 
hands of our Vicar Fr Varghese Kaithon, Sr. Arpana, DM and Mrs 
Susan Jose.

Sunday School Day and Friendship Day: The parish celebrated the 
School School Day on 6th Aug. The children brought their 
offertory for Holy Qurbono. The day’s message was shared by Dn. 
Melvin OIC.  Special programs and fun games were arranged for 
the children. The MCYM members celebrated friendship Day with 
the Sunday school children.

Felicitation of Suvishesha Sangam Members: The sabhathala 
Suvishesha Sangam members Mrs. Jessy Thomas and Mr. AC 
Joseph from the parish were specially felicitated with shawl by the 
Vicar Rev Fr George Mathew OIC and appreciated for their active 
participation and dedication in all the ministries in the parish.

Feast of Bethany and St John Maria Vianney: The parish 
celebrated the feast of Bethany and St. John Maria Vianney on 6th 
August 2017, with our Vicar Fr. George Mathew OIC and 
missionaries from Bethany ashram. 

3. St Antony’s MSCC Vishrantwadi

4. St Mary’s MSCC, Warje Malwadi



THE EPHREMITE

25

New office bearer: Mr. Stephen Varghese and Mr.  Jijo Joy were 
appointed as the new Secretary and Joint-Secretary respectively to 
the church committee. The Vicar also thanked Mr Sijo Joy who 
tirelessly worked for the parish being its secretary and wished him 
all success for his new job in Hyderbad.

Independence Day and Feast of Assumption of Mary: The 
parish celebrated the Feast of Assumption of Mary on 15th August 
2017. Rev. Fr. Samuel Thoppil celebrated the holy Qurbono. The 
national flag was hoisted and sweets were distributed to all.

Sunday School Day: The parish celebrated Sunday School day on 
6th August 2017, at 7pm, after the Holy Qurbono. Holy Qurbono 
was specially offered for the children where they made special 
Offertory. During the homily our Vicar Rev Fr Ani Zachariah OIC, 
reminded everyone that children are the gift of God. In the short 
meeting presided by our vicar there were different programmes 
conducted by children and teachers on the theme of the 4th 
commandment which is “Honour your father and your mother”. 
Academic and co-curricular prizes for the previous academic year 
was distributed.

On 6th August 2017, the parish celebrated together, the Sunday 
School Day and the Annual day. Special offertory for the Holy 
Qurbono was offered by children and teachers. The Choir and the 
Altar service were led by the students. A get together was held after 
the Holy Qurbono, which was presided over by the vicar, Rev Fr 
Benedict OIC, who spoke on the occasion. Rev Sr. Keerti SIC and 
Miss Sarah Jim Philip shared their experiences of and in 
Catechism. There were cultural events too. 

SuviseshaSangham

Five members of our parish received 'kaiveppu' as Sabhathala 

Mumbai District

1. St Mary’s MSCC, BARC

2. St Thomas MSCC, Borivali
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Suvisesha Sangham members and other two members as Exarchial 
Suvisesha Sangham members.  It is a great blessing for this 
community. The unit now has ten Suvisesha Sangham members.  
Efforts are being made to form Unit level suvisesha sangham as 
well.

Malayalam Class: The MCYM has taken an initiative of starting 
Malayalam classes for Sunday School Students and MCYM 
members. Mr Roy K from the MCA has been appointed as the 
teacher who would help the Mumbai born and bought up children 
to learn the language. The class will be held on the first Saturday of 
every month. 

Bethany Feast Celebration: Bethany feast was celebrated on 
30th July 2017, Rev. Fr. Manoj Varghese OIC and Sr. Pratheeksha 
SIC were felicitated with the bouquet of flowers after the Holy 
Qurbono. On behalf of the unit the secretary of the parish conveyed 
a heartfelt gratitude for their selfless services and effort.

Friendship Day: On 6th August, 2017, MCYM members 
celebrated Friendship Day with the parishioners by distributing 
friendship bands and tying it to the elders as well as the Sunday 
School students.

Faith Formation Class : On 6th August, 2017, Sr. Pratheeksha 
SIC took the Faith Formation Class for the parishioners of 
Dombivli Unit. Rev. Sr. shared that our homes are the first place 
where the faith is first formed and the parents are the initial guides 
to form it. It is the moral responsibility of the parents and the 
parishioners to help kids grow in faith and help them participate in 
various liturgical occasions.

Mar Ivanios Padyatra Mumbai: The Padyatra for Mumbai 
region was held on 23rd July at St Mary's MSCC, Kharghar. The 
day began with solemn Holy Qurbono, with Rev.Fr. Varghese 
Kaithone as the main celebrant, who spoke to faithful regarding the 

3. St Mary’s MSCC, Dombivali

4. St Mary's MSCC, Kharghar
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importance of the day. After the dhoopa prarthana and padyatra 
there was nercha appam and agape. 

Year of Mercy Charity: A charity act, to donate a house which 
started during the Year of Mercy, was completed, when the house 
keys were handed over to the family by Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara 
OIC on 23rd July 2017, after the Holy Qurbono. The house was 
blessed and handed over to the family.

Sunday School Day Celebration: Sunday School Day 
celebration was held on 6th August 2017. Cultural programmes 
were held after the holy Qurbono by Sunday School kids. The 
Sunday School Kids led the choir and took an active part in the 
Holy Qurbono. 

Sunday School Day:  The parish celebrated Sunday School Day 
on 6th August 2017. Rev. Fr. Philip Pulipra celebrated the Holy 
Eucharist with special intentions for the catechism students. 
Catechism students organised a short program after the Holy 
Qubano.  Rev.Sr. Selca S.I.C introduced the selected theme of the 
year “Know God, Explore Faith and Serve Humanity.” With the 
effort of Mrs. Jolly Isaac and the Catechism teachers a short 
programme was held after the Holy Qurbono where the students 
show cased their talents in singing, dancing and oratory skills. 
Mrs. Teeja Bimal read the annual Catechism report and Mast. Aiju 
Achenkunju conveyed the vote of thanks after which the gathered 
dispersed for snacks arranged by Mr. Shibi John Mathew.

MCYM: “Break – Free” a seminar on Catholic Virtues and the 
Mumbai District Debate Competition “War of Words” was held on 
15th August 2017 at St. Mary’s Malankara Catholic Church, 
Sakinaka. The day started with the celebration of Holy Qurbono 
and commemoration of the feast of Assumption of our Lady which 
was celebrated by our vicar Rev Fr Philip Pulipra and MCYM 
Mumbai District Director Rev.Fr.Ani Zacharia OIC.  17 youth 
members attended the seminar and the event from Sakinaka 

5. St Mary's MSCC, Sakinaka  
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Parish. Ms. Angel Baby and Ms. Steffi Babu participated in the 
District level debate competition.

St. Thomas Day & Parish Feast: Parish Feast was celebrated 
from 1st July to 3rd July 2017. Feast Flag was hoisted by Rev.Fr. 
Cyril Anand OIC the Rector and Superior of Bethany Ashram -
Pune followed by the gospel preaching on 1st July 2017. St 
Thomas Day, the feast of the patron of our Church, was celebrated 
on 2 July 2017.  The main celebrant for the Holy Qurbono was 
Rev.Fr. Cyril Anand OIC.  In a short programme held after the 
Perunal Qurbono, Sunday school students were felicitated for 
their performances in Kalolsavam and annual exams held last year. 
The programme ended with Nercha. The festal concluding Holy 
Qurbono was celebrated by Fr. Soju Thazhethottathil, our Vicar on 
3 July, 2017 followed by the flag lowering.

Mar Ivanios Padayatra at Trivandrum: 23 members attended 
the Mar Ivanios Padayatra and Orma Perunnal at Trivandrum. 4 
MCYM members, participated the 5 days padayatra. Rev. Fr. Ani 
Zachariah OIC and Rev. Fr. Soju Thazhethottathil gave a prayerful 
departure from Thane Station to the 4 MCYM members who had 
decided to walk for 5 days in Kerala.

Mar Ivanios Day: Mar Ivanios  Anusmrana was held on 16th July 
2017 after the Holy Qurbono. Ms. Riya Mathew and Mr. Abraham 
Thomas conveyed their views and shared their ideas as a speech on 
Servant of God Archbishop Mar Ivanios.

Mar Ivanios Padayatra at Kharghar: 75 members participated 
in the padayatra organized by the Mumbai District Pastoral 
Council at Kharghar on 23rd July, 2017.

Appointment: Rev. Sr. Kiran SIC has been appointed as Sister-in-
charge of the parish.  We welcome Sr. to our parish community.

Visit to SEAL Ashram: Under the aegis of MCA-Thane, on 19th 
June, 2017, 52 parishioners made a visit to SEAL Ashram in 
Panvel, Navi Mumbai. SEAL- (Social Evangelical Association for 

6. St Thomas MSCC, Thane
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Love) Ashram is an NGO, dedicated to the mission of rescuing 
helpless and homeless people wandering in Mumbai. They not 
only provide shelter, food, clothing, health care and education to 
over 300 inmates but also strive to trace their families and reunite 
them. The parishioners interacted with the inmates and exchanged 
cultural programme. Pastor Philip and Pastor Biju, who run this 
NGO showed their premises and explained the great humanitarian 
work being done there. MCA donated cash and grocery items 
besides used clothes. It was overall a very humbling and satisfying 
experience.

Sunday School Day: Sunday School Day was celebrated on 6th 
August 2017, with a special offertory by the students and teachers 
for the Holy Qurbono.  The programme inaugurated by the Vicar, 
Rev. Fr. Soju Thazhethottathil. Rev. Sr. Kiran SIC, Mr. Alexkutty 
K (Trustee) and  Mr. Mathew Thomas (Secretray), SS Teacher 
Sonia John and SS Student Mast. Jebin Reji spoke on the occasion. 
Ms. Merin Suju welcomed the dignitaries and & Mast. Evan Biju 
proposed vote of thanks. Mast. Allan Shibu sang a devotional 
song.  Ms. Sheena Shibu and Ms. Blessy Biju presented a token of 
love to Sr. Kiran SIC on the occasion of her feast.

On Sunday school day, 20 girls along with sisters from Divya 
Prabha, a destitute home, near our church, visited our church.  
H.M. Mercy Sunny welcomed them. Sunday school students and 
girls from Divya Prabha showed their dancing talents. Rev. Sr. 
Anne from Divya Prabha thanked the organizers for inviting them 
to the church. Lisha Shaji proposed vote of thanks. The 
programme ended with a delicious lunch.

Feast of Assumption: Feast of Assumption of Mother Mary was 
celebrated on 15th Aug at 5:30 starting with rosary and followed 
by Holy Qurbono celebrated by Rev.Fr.Sumith Kurian OIC. The 
Vicar along with Sister Bhavya SIC visited and blessed the houses 
of almost all parishioners in the month of july and August.

7. St John the Baptist MSCC, Vasai
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Hindi Qurbono Celebration: On 20th August 2017 a Beautiful 
Hindi Holy Qurbono of Malankara Liturgy was celebrated by 
Vicar Rev. Fr. Sumith OIC. It was indeed a beautiful and 
heartwarming experience.

Catechism Day: Sunday School day was celebrated on   6th 
August 2017 with catechism students and teachers presenting 
offerings to the altar and leading the Choir for the Holy Qurbono. A  
Public Meeting was arranged which was presided by 
Rev.Fr.Sumith Kurien OIC and Sr.Bhavya SIC. The Programme 
began with Prayer song which was followed by welcome speech 
and Dance prepared by Sunday school students. Prizes for Annual 
Examinations were distributed. 

MCYM: A one day seminar and debate competition was 
conducted by Mcym Mumbai District where around 15 youths 
along with animator Participated. The Gospel resonance band 
gave a beautiful performance. The Debate competition 
participants from Vasai were Miss Soumya Samuel and Miss Rhea 
Philip both gave in a very tough and excellent competition to the 
other teams and reached the Semi- finals. Congratulating both the 
participants. A Senate meeting was arranged by Mumbai District 
team were 5 executives with President Mr. Geojee Jose attended 
the same.

Suvisesh Sangham Kaiveppu : Mr. A. J. Varghese member of our 
parish who was undergoing rigorous formation program for the 
last 2 years at the Catholicate center Trivandrum received 
Kaiveppu (Laying of the hand) from His Beatitude Moran Mor 
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos Bava on 14th July 2017, at 
St Mary's Cathedral Trivandrum. At Exarchial Level (Mumbai 
District) 4 members of our unit Mr. KV Ninan, Mrs. Rita Varghese, 
Mrs. Valsa Mathew, Mrs. Julie Kurien received kaiveppu at St 
Mary’s MSCC, Sakinaka on 18th June 2017 from His Excellency 
Most Rev Dr. Thomas Mar Anthonios, Exarch. Our parish wishes 
them all the best. 

8. St. Joseph’s MSCC, Ulhasnagar
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9. Holy Family MSCC, Vikhroli

Mar Ivanios Day Padayatra: Like every year, this year too, 
HFMSCC participated in the Mar Ivanios Padayatras both in 
Kerala as well the one in Mumbai held at Kharghar. For the 
padayatra at Kerala, 16 members from the unit participated of 
which 9 MCYM members walked for 5 days while 7 elderly 
members participated in the one day walk. The Mumbai Vasai 
regional Mar Ivanios Padayatra was held on 23rd July 2017 at 
Kharghar after the Holy Qurbono where Rev. Fr. Varghese 
Kaithon was the main celebrant and other priests of the region and 
Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranithara OIC were the co-celebrants who also 
graced the occasion by handing over the keys of the house to a 
family from Kharghar for whom the unit had purchased a house as 
a part of the project of Shelter the Shelterless. A prayerful day in 
the remembrance of the beloved Servant of God Mar Ivanios was 
spent by the faithful.

Sunday School Day: HFMSCC celebrated the Sunday School 
Day on 6th August 2017. After the Holy Qurbono offered specially 
for the Sunday School students and teachers by the vicar Rev.Fr. 
Philip Pulipra a short programme hosted by Ms. Sini Isaac was 
held. Prayer song by Baby Melisa Leo, talk by Rev.Fr. Philip 
Pulipra, speech by Mast. Resin Mathew, poetry recitation by Abin 
George, Solo Song by Kesiya Shyjan Poulose, Students group 
dance and drama and the vote of thanks by Ms. Rini Mathew 
marked the occasion. Sweets were distributed as a part of 
celebration.

Malayalam Language Classes: HFMSCC has taken a new 
initiative of promoting the native language of Kerala 
“Malayalam”. HFMSCC in association with the Kerala Samaj at 
Vikhroli has taken this initiative to impart the knowledge of the 
language.  An official inauguration of the classes was held on 30th 
July 2017, where the stalwarts of the Kerala Samaj Vikhroli unit, 
gathered at HFMSCC after the Holy Qurbono. Rev.Fr. Philip 
Pulipra and the officials of the Kerala Samaj announced the 
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beginning the programme and congratulated the unit for coming 
forward to take the initiative to start such a programme in the unit 
for the Keralite children of different castes and genders. 2 
Mathrusangham members of HFMSCC, Mrs. Gracy John & Mrs. 
Saramma Ninan have also been trained and officially appointed as 
teachers to the programme. 

Feast of Assumption : HFMSCC celebrated the feast of 
Assumption of our Blessed Virgin Mary, on the eve of 
Independence Day. Special Holy Qurbono was celebrated by Rev. 
Fr. Philip Pulipra along with the intercessional prayers to our Lady. 

MCYM One Day Seminar and Debate Competition: HFMSCC 
MCYM members participated in the Independence day 
celebrations organized by the regional MCYM Central Secretariat 
in the form of One Day Seminar and Debate Competition. After the 
Holy Qurbono early in the morning observing the feast of 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at St Mary’s MSCC, the 
MCYM members saluted the national flag observing the 
Independence Day celebration. Following the registration for the 
event, a seminar and a debate competition after the lunch break 
were held. New MCYM members of all the units were welcomed 
with a token to the MCYM after their journey in MSCCL & 
Sunday School. 

Fundraiser Stall for Carmelaram Parish: The MCYM 
members along with the Mathrusamajam and other members of St. 
Alphonsa MSCC Carmelaram Parish set up a stall at St. Mary’s 
Malankara Catholic Church Bangalore, Hennur on 23rd, July 
2017. The stall was set up as fund raising activity, after the Mar 
Ivanios Padayatra which was conducted in the morning at 
Bangalore. Many of our parish members actively participated in 
selling the items to all those who had come for the Padayatra and 
Holy Qurbono there-after. 

Bengaluru District

1. St Alphonsa MSCC, Carmelaram
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MCYM Unit Secretariat: The newly elected office bearers of the 
MCYM, St Alphonsa MSCC, Carmelaram took oath on 9th, July 
2017. After the Holy Qurbono, the new unit secretariat took oath in 
the presence of Rev. Fr. Varghese Kaithon, the animators and the 
other MCYM members. 

Stepping Stone: A team from the catechism students of the St 
Alphonsa MSCC, Carmelaram parish took part in the Stepping 
Stones Quiz on 13 August 2017 at St Joseph’s MSCC, Mathikere. 
The team of Merin Jose, Jestine Johnson, Noel Chackson and 
Nohal Chackson bagged third prize in the quiz.  

Annual feast 2017: The annual feast of St Joseph MSCC was 
celebrated on 29 and 30 July 2017. Very Rev. Dr. John Berchmans 
OIC, was the main celebrant of Holy Qurbono on 29 July 2017. 
Festal programmes were held on 30 July 2017, with liturgical 
reception to           Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Stephanos after 
which followed morning prayer and Holy Qurbono. Five children 
from the parish received first Holy Communion. After the Holy 
Qurbono, His Excellency inaugurated the cultural programme. 
Rev. Fr. Joel Mathew OIC, Vicar welcomed the gathering and 
Parish Trustee Mr. C. P. Paul gave vote of thanks. Catechism 
kalolsavam winners were felicitated with trophies and merit 
awards were given to students who secured A and A+ grades in the 
catechism examination. Cultural programmes by Mathrusamajam, 
MCYM and catechism children added colors to the celebrations. 
The feast celebrations ended with “Agape”.

Sunday School Day: St George MSCC Ayyapakam, celebrated 
Sunday School day on first Sunday of August 2017. As decided by 
the Catechism association of our church, another event as one day 
retreat would will be conducted specially for the children on 3rd 
September 2017 as a part of Sunday School day celebrations.

2. St. Joseph’s MSCC, Mathikere

Chennai District

1. St George MSCC, Ayyappakam
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The Ephremite Matrimonial Column

1. "Malankara Catholic Parents from well to do family, based in Pune, seek suitable 

alliance for their daughter, 23/157, BE Civil, Pursuing ME, employed in Pune. Parents 

of qualified and well employed boys may please contact: 9423559064, 9822771903."

2. Alliance invited from Pune settled Malankara Catholic keralite parents from St. 

Anthony's Malankara Catholic Church, Visharthwadi, Pune for their God fearing, 

good looking son, Masters in Computer Management 30 years old, 68Kg, 5.8 feet, 

working as Senior Software Quality Engineer. Name: Alexander Chandy (Preferred 

proposals from Maharashtra) Please Respond to Mr. P. V. Chandy / Mrs Mariamma 

Chandy on 9860680629.

3. Alliance invited from Pune settled Malankara Catholic keralite parents from St. 

Anthony's Malankara Catholic Church, Visharthwadi, Pune for their God fearing, 

good looking daughter,  Electrical Engineering,  25 years old,  52Kg, 5.2 feet,  

working as Software Quality Engineer. Name: Shilby Chandy (Preferred proposals 

from Maharashtra and out of India) Please Respond to Mr. P. V.  Chandy / Mrs 

Mariamma Chandy on 9860680629

2. Mar Gregorios College, Chennai

Kargil War Memorial Day: The NCC students of our college 
observed “Vijay Divas” on 25  July 2017, to  salute the real Heroes 
of our Indian Army. 

Social Service: As a part of Swach Bharat Abhiyan under the 
theme of "Clean Environment" our NSS Students in 2 groups, took 
the initiative to clean the Mogappaair West Bus Stand and 
University of Madras - Chennai on 10th August 2017. 

Fresher’s Day: The college celebrated fresher’s day for the 
academic year 2017-18 on 28th July 2017 at Mar Ivanios Hall. 
First year students from various departments were welcomed and 
were given a platform to exhibit their talents by singing, dancing, 
instrumental playing etc.  The senior students played a key role of 
organizing such an event with a great extravagance.



THE EPHREMITE

35

Days of Remembrance

1 September -  Eight days lent begins

8 September - Nativity of Mary, Mother of God 

8 Days Nombu ends

14 September - Exaltation of the Holy Cross

20 September - The Syro-Malankara Re-union Day

21 September - Anniversary of the Episcopal Ordination of 

Bishop Thomas Mar Eusebius

28 September - Commemoration of Bishop Zacharias Mar 

Athanasios

01-06 : Khadki - Pune
07 : Liturgical reception of the candidates of the DM Convent of 

the Amala Province, Chanda at Gurav Pimple  
08 : Festal Qurbono, Surat 
09 : Trivandrum 
10 : Marthoma Church Jubilee Celebration - Khadki, Pune
11 : Trivandrum
13 : Khadki  Pune 
14 : Bengaluru
16 : Jubilee of Core-Episcopa Mannikaroth, Trivandrum
19 -21 : Church Blessing, Reunion Day Celebrations, Adoor 
23 : Inauguration of Parassala Eparchy
24 : Adoor, Trivandrum
26 : NBCLC Meeting, Bengaluru
27 : Pune
28 : To Switzerland 

Bishop's Diary - September 2017

The Feast of the Nativity of Mother Mary, 08 September

Mother Mary Pray for us!
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The Sunday School Day Celebrations

Ayyappakam BARC

Borivali Chinchwad

Kalewadi Sakinaka

Vishrathwadi Warje Malwadi
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 Mechanical  Computer Science 
 Civil Electronics & Communication

Structural Engineering  - 2 years
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B.C.A. - Software Application / 
Aviation Management / Data 
Analytics /Cloud Computing - 3 years

MCA - Lateral Entry  Dual Specialization - 2 years 

BHMCT - 4 Years 
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M.S.W with Dual Specialization  2 years

ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES

MANAGEMENT

B.Sc. Interior Design

l

l

MBA  Integrated

  
  

 

Cardio Vascular Technology
Renal Dialysis Technology
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B. Com - Corporate Accounting
ACCA Syllabus

CA Intermediate Syllabus

Aviation Management

4 years

Regular Dual Specialization

SRINIVAS UNIVERSITY
(A State Private University Established by Karnataka Act no 42 of 2013)

Lastest Industrial Oriented Curriculum

A.O. G.H.S Road Mangalore 575001 Karnataka India 

Ph: 0824- 2412382, 2444891, 9449073455, 9448028807

Plus Research Programs in Various Disciplines

A Unit of A Shama Rao Foundaiton

Email: admission@srinivasgroup.com

SRINIVAS GROUP OF COMMERCE

SRINIVAS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

(Recognized by AICTE, Approved by COA, New Delhi & Affliated to VTU, Belagavi)

B.E. Bachelor of Engineering
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M. Tech 
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- Computer Science
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Masters in Computer Application
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